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World War II Pathfinder 

 
Thomas Balch Library focuses primarily on the history and 

genealogy of Leesburg, Loudoun County, and immediately adjacent 

counties. Our Pathfinders are designed to introduce users to a 

selection of materials relating to specific research topics. This 

pathfinder deals with World War II, both how it affected the home 

front and those on the front. The materials focus on that time period 

of history. Materials identified span a variety of library’s holding and 

include reference works, monographs, journals, and special collections materials, such as 

manuscripts, visual collections, and oral histories. For additional resources, researchers are 

encouraged to consult the library’s online catalog (http://library.loudoun.gov/), which it shares 

with the Loudoun County Public Libraries, Collection Guides for Archives and Manuscripts 

(www.leesburgva.gov/library/archives), and online indices to visual collections, maps, and 

newspapers.  

 

Major Call Number Range(s) for browsing at Thomas Balch Library 

921 Biography 

940.5 History of Europe – Western Europe – 1918- 

  

Books  

Military History  

355.82  Kirk, John & Young Jr., Robert. Great Weapons of World War II. 1990. 

940.53 HAI Haines, C. Grove & Hoffman, Ross J.S. The Origins and Background of 

the Second World War. 1947. 

940.53 STE Steele, Richard W. S. The First Offensive 1942. 1973. 

940.530223 PIT 

OVERSIZE 

Pitt, Barrie and Francis. The Month-by-Month Atlas of World War II. 1989. 

940.54 United States Army in World War II. 74 volumes. 

940.54 DOD Dod, Karl Christian. The Corps of Engineers; The War Against Japan. 

1966. 

940.54 MAT Office of the Chief of Military History, Dept. of the Army. Stategic 

Planning for Coalition Warfare, 1943-1944. 1959 

940.54 WIL Office of the Chief of Military History, Dept. of the Army. The Medical 

Department: Medical Services in the Mediterranean and Minor Theatres. 

1965. 

940.542 CLA Clausen, Henry C. and Bruce Lee. Pearl Harbor Final Judgment. 1992. 

940.5423 ATK Atkinson, Rick. An Army at Dawn: The War in North Africa, 1942-1943. 

2003. 

940.5425 SID Sides, Hampton. Ghost Soldiers: The Forgotten Epic Story of World War 

II's Most Dramatic Mission. 2001. 

940.5426 ARA Arakaki, Leatrice R. and John R. Kuborn. 7 December 1941 The Air Force 

Story. 1991. 

940.5426 BRA Bradley, James. Flags of our Fathers. 2000. 

940.5426 SPE Spector, Ronald H. Eagle Against of the Sun: The American War with 
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Japan. 1985. 

940.544 NIG Nigl, Alfred J. Silent Wings, Savage Death: Saga of the 82
nd

 Airbornes 

Glider Artillery in World War II. 2007. 

940.544 SHE Sherrod, Robert Lee. History of Marine Corps Aviation in World War II. 

1952. 

940.545973 CRO Cross, Robert F. Shepherds of the Sea: Destroyer Escorts in World War II. 

2010. 

Virginia History  

353.975 HEL Heller, Francis Howard. Virginia’s State Government during the Second 

World War. 1949. 

921 MARSHALL 

GEORGE 

Pogue, Forrest C. George C. Marshall. 1973.  

940.53735 SCH Schlegel, Marvin. Virginia on Guard: Civilian Defense and the State 

Militia in the Second World War. 1949. 

940.53735 SCH Schlagel, Marvin W. Conscripted City, Norfolk in World War II. 1951. 

940.542609 KRI Krick, Robert K. A Virginia Marine on Iwo Jima. 1987. 

940.5451 WAT Watterson, Rodney K. 32 in ’44: Building the Portsmouth Submarine Fleet 

in World War II. 2011. 

940.5467755 WOL Wolfe, Jonathan James. Virginia in World War II. 1971. 

General History  

940.5318 BER Barenbaum, Michael. The World Must Know: The History of the Holocaust 

as Told in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 2006. 

940.54 UNI United States National Archives and Records Administration. Records 

Relating to Personal Participation in World War II: “The American 

Soldier” Surveys. 2007. 

940.54 UNI United States National Archives and Records Administration. Records 

Relating to Personal Participation in World War II: American Prisoners of 

War and Civilian Internees. 2008. 

940.540092 BRI Brighton, Terry. Patton, Montgomery, Rommel: Masters of War. 2009. 

940.54097 GAW Gawne, Jonathan. Finding your Father’s War: A Practical Guide to 

Researching and Understanding Service in the World War II U.S. Army. 

2006 

940.547273 KRA Krammer, Arnold. Nazi Prisoners of War in America. 1979. 

940.56773 KNO Knox, Debra Johnson. World War II Military Records: A Family 

Historians Guide. 2003. 

941.084092 STA Stafford, David. Roosevelt and Churchill: Men of Secrets. 2000. 

Women’s History  

305.4 HAR Hartmann, Susan M. The Home Front and Beyond: American Women in 

the 1940’s. 1982. 

921 

RICHARDSON 

ELIZABETH 

Madison, James H.  Slinging Doughnuts for the Boys: An American 

Woman in World War II. 2009. 

940.53082 SUL Sullivan, Jill M. Bands of Sisters: U.S. Women’s Military Bands during 

World War II. 2011. 

940.53082 YEL Yellin, Emily. Our Mothers' War: American Women at Home and at the 

Front during World War II. 2004. 
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African American 

History 

 

921 GRAVELY 

SAMUEL 

Gravely, S.L. Trailblazer: the U.S. Navy’s First Black Admiral. 2010. 

940.54 LEE Lee, Ulysses. The Employment of Negro Troops. 1966. 

940.5403 GRE Green, Michael Cullen. Black Yanks in the Pacific: Race in the Making of 

American Military Empire After World War II. 2010. 

940.5403 MOO Moore, Christopher Paul. Fighting for America: Black soldiers, the Unsung 

Heroes of World War II. 2005. 

940.5421 ABD Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem and Anthony Walton. Brothers in Arms: The Epic 

story of 761st Tank Battalion, WWIIs Forgotten Heroes. 2004. 

Diaries, Letters and Memoirs 

921 MARSHALL 

GEORGE 

Marshall, George C. George C. Marshall. 1991. 

929.2 COLSTON Shorts, Jr., A. G., ed. Jazzy American Dreamers: Coming of Age in the 

1930s & 1940s: A Photographic Memoir with Personal Correspondence 

from World War II. 2006. 

940.53 NEW The New Yorker. The New Yorker Book of War Pieces: London, 1939, to 

Hiroshima, 1945. 1989. 

940.53082 LON Long, Vera A. Cracknell. From Britain with Love: World War II Pilgrim 

Brides Sail to America. 1999. 

940.5412 LAU Lauria, Louis J., Running Wire at the Front Lines: Memoir of a Radio and 

Telephone Man in World War II. 2011. 

940.548173 POU Poulton, Jack. A Better Legend: From the World War II Letters of Jack And 

Jane Poulton. 1993. 

940.5485 UNI Gilbert, James L. and John P. Finnegan. U. S. Army Signals Intelligence in 

World War II: A Documentary History. 1993. 

973.918 MAR Marshall, George C. The Papers of George Catlett Marshall. 1981-1996. 

  

 

 

Newspapers and Periodicals  

Mcrofilm & Rust 

Archive 

Loudoun Times-Mirror (1925-2009) 

Microfilm Blue Ridge Herald (1934-1957) 

JSTOR Journal of Military History 

JSTOR American Historical Review 

JSTOR Journal of American History 

Janney Room & 

JSTOR 

Journal of American History 

JSTOR Journal of Modern History 

Audio -Visual  

940.542142 DDA History Channel. D-Day: The Lost Evidence. 2004. 

973.9 CBS CBS News. CBS Sunday Morning featuring Col. Michael Grenata.1993. 

Manuscripts and Archives  
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Please consult the appropriate Collection Guide and submit a Collection Request Form to request 

an item.  

M 004 Loudoun County Virginia Military Separation Notices, 1918-1995 

[restricted] (see also Index) 

M 007 Vaughan Family Papers 1943-1946 

M 024 The Woman’s Club of Loudoun, Inc., 1944-5 

M 026 Loudoun County Oral History Project. (no collection guide; see Oral 

History Index) See especially Grover Hatcher. 

Maps  

Map Drawer 8, 

Folder 13 

Garver, John B. and The National Geographic Society. World War II: 

Pacific and European Theater. 1991. 

Vertical Files  

Drawer 1 Marshall, George C.  

Drawer 1 Leesburg History 

Drawer 1 Loudoun History 20
th

 Century 

Electronic Resources  

http://access.newspaperarchive.com/ Access Newspaper Archive 

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/ America's Genealogy Bank 

www.ancestry.com Ancestry Library – Military Collection 

www.fold3.com Fold 3 

www.archives.gov/research/ww2/index.html National Archives – World War II Records 
For additional resources, researchers are encouraged to consult the library’s online catalog 

(http://library.loudoun.gov/), Collection Guides for Archives and Manuscripts 

(www.leesburgva.gov/library/archives), and online indices to visual collections, maps, and newspapers.  

Suggested Library of Congress Subject Headings for further Searching  

World War, 1939-1945 

 

 Thomas Balch Library 


